APPROVED 


CLOSER... 
JUST COME 
A LITTLE 


CLOSER! 


MY NAME IS VASON BLOOD! I AM THE MAN IN THOSE PORTRAITS 
BELOW! AND, BY THE F4R-REACH/NG POWERS OF VANISHED MERLIN. 
HIMSELF, I AM ALSO A LIVING PART OF THE STRANGE,FIERY CREATURE 
CALLED THE DEMON? HE IS MY OTHER IDENTITY--- AND Z AM A/S —/ 
EACH CAN CHANGE AND BECOME THE OTHER! IT 1S A MYSTIC RELATIONSHIP 
CREATED IN THE SHADOWS OF THE WITCH-CULTURES! BUT--- THERE IS MORE 
LURKING IN THOSE SHADOWS EQUALLY AS STRANGE: 


LISTEN---LISTEN TO THE APPROACH OF THE --~ 


THE DEMON CAN SENSE 
IT, HARRY! HE CAN SENSE 
WHAT HIS OTHER IDENTITY 

LOOKS LIKE: 
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ETRIGAN, THE DEMON, |S TAKEN THROLIGH THE 
MANY ROOMS OF JASON BLOOD'S APARTMENT, 
AND ITS MYRIAD DISPLAYS OF AUTHENTIC 
ARTIFACTS GATHERED THROUGH THE AGES! 
IT SEEMS THAT JASON BLOOD HAS LIVED A 
| LONG, £ONG TIME ---! 


1 KNOW THESE 

IMAGES! THEY ARE 

POWER SUL SYNE COLE: BUT RANDU 
OF S UNGERSTANDS IT! 


fa FROM 
WHICH Z COME! 


THING 
FE 


_\ SHARPENED! SOMES 


'§ MAP= 
DIN 


WARRY MATTHEWS ASO RANOU SINGH 
ARE CLOSE FRIENDS OF JASON BLOOD AND 
KNOW EVERY INCH OF HIS APARTMENT=<; 


é SENSES AN 
Ev/L HERE: 


YOU/RE 
RIGHT! NY 
E.S.P. SIGNALS 
GROW STRONGER: 
SOMETHING'S 
BEEN: TAKEN! 


HEY! LOOK AT y THE SWORD FROM 
THE “WEAPONS ' THIS EMPTY SCABBARD 
: BLAST-! = % MUST KNOW WHERE! 
JASON’S MOST © 
BREAK IN HERE THAN VALUABLE PISTOL | 
| FORT KNOX! WAS IN THIS. BOX: 


Alf NOUR PROBING 
MIND HAS FOUND 
THE LAIR OF 

HERES HE MADE 
HIS ENTRY AERE 

--- AND 4/2 THE 

OPENING BY PULLING 
THIS FIGURE 
AGAINST IT! 


BULLSEYE, 
RANDU! 


SUDDENLY -; 
roth 


DEEPER, DEEPER INTO THE NARROW SHAFT DESCENDS THE CREATURE OF 
FLAME AND FURY! THE DARKNESS BELOW REACHES UP TO SWALLOW HIM 
1 AND DRENCH HIM WITH A_WET CHILL FROM THE DEPTHS! BENEATH THIS 
DISTRICT OF GOTHAM CITY LIES THE ABANDONED NETWORK OF THE OLD 
1 SEWERS--- AND A MYSTERY SO BIZARRE, /T 
WILL IMPERIL EVEN--- 


UGH! THIS DISMAL PLACE 
COULD RIVAL THE WORST OF 
THE NETHER REGIONS! WHAT 
KIND OF ENEMY LURKS HERE? 


near uowuceeny, 
SACK KIRBY~ = MIKE ROVER 


[CONTRUED ON HS PAGE FOULOWING L(G 


EDITED-WRITTEN AND 
Wi Y 


WHAT BETTER WAY 
TO CUT OFF PURSUIT 
THAN WITH THUS 
THE FINEST OF 
ANCIENT SWORDS! 


HAHAHAH! 
yours 1S wo. / 
ORDINARY 
VICTIM! 


YOUR PURSUER IS 


A DEMON, THIEF! AND 


YOU WILL FIND: HIM 
SWIFTER AND MORE 


DEADLY THAN THIS SWORD: 


CSOT 


ESCAPE 
1S USELESS! 
‘LL FIND AND 
TAKE YOU AS 
I HAVE THIS 
WEAPON: 


WITH UNCANNY SPEED, THE CAT-LIKE PHANTOM THERE’S WO SOUND OF PURSUIT? 
VANISHES INTO THE MILES OF ABANDONED SILENT .HE MUST BE BAFFLED BY THIS 
TUNNELS=-=! . ENDLESS, TWISTING MAZ 


es Ll MUSTN'T STOP 
UNTIL I/VE LOST 
THAT ABOMINABLE 
aid hee i 


AT LASTS JUSTA 
FEW TURNS OF THE 
WHEEL ON THIS OLD 
PIPELINE --- AND T/LL 

BE HOME” ( 


| YOUR OWN LITTLE 
h “DROP-OUT 


FOR YEARS, 
IT’S BEEN 


A HAVEN FROM 
aie 
mtb) ais 
OUTCAST! f f i é 
OUTCAST: tO 


% q 
OY ia : 
‘SP PAGE FOLLOWING. Ed 


HERE, PHANTOM, YOU 
ARE KING! HERE, YOU” 
ARE THE LEADING 
CITIZEN: YOU CAN 
SPEAK TO YOURSELF 

WITHOUT BEING 
SCORNED BY 

OTHERS: 


IT WOULD 2 BE 
AN/OEAL _ Wi 
EXISTENCE:-“IF 


NOT FOR THE 
_CONELINESS! 


a, 


fi 


(amas 


a 


T/VE TRIED EVERY THING 

GALATEA! MAGIC POTIONS, 
MYSTIC INCENSE---THE SWORD 
SIGN OF ANCIENT MERLIN =~ 
BUT I'VE FAILED!---FAILED! 


YOU REMAIN A COLO, WAXEN 
IMAGE: «--WE SHARE 

NOTHING BUT THE MUSIC 

OF THE GREAT ORGAN --- 


IF ONLY 
GALATEA WOULD 


DESIRE WOULD BE 
FULFILLED! 


Yt SHALL PLAY FoR Y 


YOU; GALATEA! IN 
THESE SWEEPING 
CHORDS, MY PAIN 
MOMENTARILY 
DISSOLVES! 


SWORD ONCE HELD 6! 
GREAT MERLIN HIMSELF: 


L-I/M SLIPPING 
FAST=-- MUST* 
NOT-YIELD- 

~ SWORD! 


I SUPPOSE EZRIGAN \ 
7HE DEMON HAS ALL 


_ MY MIND'S. 
FUZZY AT THE 
MOMENT! 


SUDDENLY, LIKE THE PHANTOM 
HIMSELF, JASON SEES HIS 
FRIENOS MATERIALIZE 

IN THE GLOOM-**; : 


ti 


IM GLAD WE ¥/ 
FOUND YOUR 


( HELLOO 
THERE! 


\ DOES ANYBODY 


HEAR U 


THERE'S 
NO ANSWER! 


IG 


” WELCOME TOTHE 


I DON'T KNOW HOW. 
yOu DID IT: 


SEWER RAT'S PARADISE, 
MEN! NOW, YOU CAN 
SHOW ME THE WAY 
OUT OF IT! 


OF US, OFFICER:--! 
LIM STLLA BIT. 
NUMBL 3 


LATER IN JASON'S APARTMENT--«! | / DYING? DYING? THAT COWARD, THE 
- . PHANTOM DIED A THOUSAND 


GO ON, HARRY! I'M DEATHS WHEN JASON CAME AT HIM! 
QUST QING TO HEAR : THE 


WHY DON’T WE THROW A 
72) COSTUME PARTY! WE'LL ALL 
THAT+«AND GLENOA | THIS WAS GOING ON WHEN COME DRESSED LIKE 
WOWS IT! I DROPPED IN! 


YOU REMEMBER WHAT _\ NIV oxays Bur Ler’s 
HAPPENED AT THE LAST! JASON BEGAN TO DRESS IN ANY COSTUME} | 
pNEVOONT: I= CHANGE--INTO WE CHOOSE! AS 
. r BeS. r 


SEE THE 
PARTY IN 
PREVIOUS 

ISSUE---! 
WOW! Jk 


ee en 


THE MOTION IS CARRIED: i ~- UNTIL ETRIGAN 
LET'S FORGET ABOUT JASONS 

BURROWING. BURGLAR! 

THE PARTY SOUNDS LIKE 

MUCH MORE FUN: 


wee. Wy) — 
WHEN HIS FRIENDS LEAVE, JASON BLOOD SPENDS] ( A ; AN JASON BLOOD LEAD A NORMAL _ 


THE EVENING READING ANCIENT VOLUMES ON Uk EO TOA LIVING | 
SORCERY AND SPELLS-+! po CREATURE OF 340 SORCERY! | 


THE PHANTOM AND I SEEM TO 
HAVE ONE THING-IN-COMMON 9 
--\ PROBLEM WITH 
SOCIAL BEHAVIOR! 


DEATH TO THE 
ENEMIES OF 
MERLINS 


“ 


WITHIN JASON 1S ETRIGAN, WHO 
FOUGHT IN THE LAST BLAZING 
HOUR OF BURNING CAMELOT! 


IT WAS THE FURY OF MERLIN’S 
DEMON DRE TRAGIC 


UR WHICH MADE THE 

TLE BARBAROUS AND BLOODY! 

STOP HIM! HE'S 

CUTTING US DOWN: 
AAAAAAA-! 


MERLIN HAD HIDDEN HIS DEMON 
BY TURNING HIM INTO A MANS 
=e MYSELF! WW E 
le] AGAIN--- 
Sonen ey eae INATING NY 
LIFES 


Ly 


= WHAT BEGAN WI —— 
x must sror bn eh ---ORETRIGA f SORCERY MIST END %., 
HIM! RIGHT £071 [Py WITH SORCERY! THE 
~, VOW: b BLOOD Newt SP HIDDEN Joy 


FROM IT; ZT NOW CALL 
FORTH THE ULTIMATE 
COLD) --- THE FROST THAT 


LUCKILY, AS A DEMONOLOGIST, I/VE 
ACQUIRED MANY MYSTIC OBJECTS 
IN MY RESEARCH ---AND, THE 
LIES ACROSS THE FAR 
A REGIONS OF THE 
NETHER-WORLD! 


KNOWLEDGE TO USE THEM: 
ETRIGAN CAN'T | 
SURVIVE THE 
PHILOSOPHER'S 
STONE! 


A DARK NAPOR BILLOW. 
\CTION 


700 LATE, 
ETRIGAN: 
THE FROST 


WORKS 
SWIFTLY! 


ONLY THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE 

COULD GENERATE THE COLD THAT 
COULD OVERCOME A CREATURE BORN 
IN AN (NFERNO 

OF BLAZING ENERGY! 


IT'S DONE! 
THE DEMON 
IS---GONE=/ 


THERE GOES ‘Sime : CLOSE FRIENDS ALWAYS 
THE DOORBELL? j ARRIVE EARLY, JASON: IN 
NOW THAT YOU THE NEXT HOUR THIS PLACE 
AND RANOU ARE WILL BE “JUMPING” WITH 
HERE---THAT COULD PEOPLE! --- PLUS SOME 
ONLY BE Paes YOU DION'T EVEN 
HARRY! ~ . INVITEY 


THIS. |S GALATEAL 
ose MY_GALATEA-- 

SHE’S ALIVE:--/ 

SHE’S REAL~/ 


BE KIND ue iti 


Ios, VESTER! } 


aN Son, oe 
eS 


STEPPING SUDDENLY. INTO VIEW, THE PHANTOM 
CONFRONTS HIS PREY! 


STAND ASIDE! IVE IT'S ANOTHER EARLY 
as hie oe eo ARRIVAL! GOT ANY 
* CIGARS, 

PAL? 


THE PHANTOM LEAPS ACROSS i = 
THE ROOM LIKE AN 2 
ACROBATIC TIGER! = 
5 > 
y \ y/ 


47'S THE 
PHANTOM! 
HE'S KNOCKED 
OUT JASON: 4 


e 
2 


ME! 


COME, GALATEA? WE L&T MEGO!/ YOU : JASON! 
MUST HURRY, MY MUST BE OUT % HELP 
BELOVED; 3 OF YOUR 


>) Z 


hs 28 


IVE GOT TO STOP HIM BEFORE 
HE VANISHES DOWN ONE’, 
OF HIS: RAT-HOLES ~ 


i YOU'LL NEVER GET 
AWAY WITH ‘THIS, YOU 


DON'T PANIC, 
GLENDA! 1 CAN 
HANOLE HIM! 


Vaya ae 
! 


7A 


LOOK, RANOL? 
JASON’S MOVING! 
HE'S GOING TO 
BE ALL RIGHT! 


THE INDIAN ARMY! 


BUT I DOM7 WANT 
TO BE TAKEN TO A HOSPITAL? 
I'VE GOT TO WELP_GLENDA! 
THE PHANTOMS GOT HER} 


BRING THE PHANTOM 
DOESN‘T SEEM IN---|T WOULO BE THE 
BE DEMON! 


TO 
ANSWERING! 


‘PON THE TRAIL OF THE 


HOW. D’'YA FEEL, JASON? 
‘WE THOUGHT YOU WERE 
GOM 


FOR CERTAIN: LDID.AN “ON 


THE AMBULANCE 
GETS HERE! 


* TAKE IT EASY, 
JASON? THE LAW'S 


THEY/VE CALLED 
OUT SQUADS OF 
POLICE! THEY/LL 
PHANTOM A/GHT FIND HIM--- AND 

Now! GLENDA,TOO~! 


ETRIGAN=-- 


BUT HE CAN‘7;¢ 
HE CAMTS LIVE 


[ull 


eas 
ONTINUED.ON 2.32 PAGE FOLLOWING. } 


DON'T YOU KNOW | 
ME, MY SWEET? 


. : 
_ | NEVER FEAR, / 
GALATEA! YOURE | —e 
HOME NOW! | | 
THIS |S WHERE | 
YOU BELONG! 


7 YOUR 
VOICES IT 


NM 


MY VOICE? WHY, THE YF ENOUGHOF Vi C 
WHOLE WORLD KNOWS MY THAT! LOOK, |i A 
VOICE! IT‘S ECHOED IN A h GALATEA! Al /K I-IT/SA 
THOUSAND PLACES <--ON Saas | WW = MANNIKIN-! 
A THOUSAND STAGES===! / PURE ‘ Hii AND IT LOOKS 
ue ; i LIKE--= MES 


ioe 


HOW ABOUT 
RECORDS? 1 COLLECT 
D, CAMPY 


GOOD GRIEF! I-l DON'T KNOW WHO THIS 
A COLD AND SILENT YOU! NOW, LISTENse=} REPRESENTS, BUT SHE'S 
YOU'VE MADE A NOT ME, I TELL YOU-s*! 


IT/S YOU; GALATEA!--- 


BUT_ NO MORE! YOU 


HAVE COMEALIVES $ /STAKE-! 
ALE! | YS 


"WAS FILLED WITH : 
INSPIRING MUSIC=--! Lage ¥ 


any piney j 

SO} YOU'RE S77L2 AS \i 
SLY AS EVER=-- 
ARENT you-=! 


FISING FOR GALATEA!? 
HAHAHAHAHAHA 


UNMASKING OF THE 
PHANTOM WAS. A 
SHOCKING REVELATION, 


Q THE 
DON'T MISS [PE inc 
INSTALLMENT OF 

“THE DEMON!" - 


Que CompETITORS 
2 MAY HAVE 


Dear Jack, : 

THE DEMON #2 is by far the best Demon out yet. 
The art has improved and the characters are now, un- 
derstandably, more developed. The part played by 
Randu was especially ee Sead 

Morgaine Le Fey is a suitable villainess, but one 
thing about the Demon—Keep him barely articulate 
and uncivilized. Brutal and pele Don't have him be- 
come the typical hero. Have him stay an uncon- 
trollable beast. 3 ‘ 

What | dislike very much is the breaking up of the 
story into chapters. It breaks the continuity and it’s 
becoming like the House of Mystery, etc., with Merlin 
sticking his face in all the time! Kick him out! He has 
no place as a narrator. He is part of the story and not 
an onlooker commenting on it. Get rid of him! 

John Cameron 
Southfield, Mich: 


No need to be so subtle about it, John. What is it you 
dislike about Merlin? His beard? His manner of dress? 
His breath? As long as Merlin is the one who sum- 
moned Etrigan in the first place, we'll have to keep 
him around for a while longer. ay the way, Merlin has 
puta curse on you for being such a wise-guy! 


RH 


Dear Jack, Steve and Mike, 

After reading the first two issues of THE DEMON, | 
feel that you have a real winner. The art is, as in all of 
Kirby's stories, great. The idea of a modern-day de- 
mon is unique. Who else but Kirby could have thought 
of it?And what a plot—it’s new and different and | like 
it! By the way, to give credit where it's deserved, Mike 
Royer does a great job. His pens make Jack's charac- 
ters. really come to life, so give him a pat on the back. 

Larry Deyab 
Cambridge, Mass. 


This is what is known as our traditional "I Like Mike”’ 
letter, which we run occasionally to give Royer. a false 
sense of security. And for his letter, Larry wins.a trip 
to Whittier at Mike’s expense. ok 


Se ale See 


Dear Mr. Kirby, 

THE DEMON #3 wasn't as good as the first and sec- 
ond issues, but ! still enjoyed it tremendously. But 
what happened to Morgaine Le Fey? Do you mean to 
say that she died from the demon Etrigan's attack in 
#2?.1 was sure I'd be seeing her again—heck, | thought 
that the Demon's origin was to be continued for an- 
other issue or three! Anyway, please bring her back 
Bie and make her Jason Blood's arch-villainess, 


Also, Mr. K., make up your mind! In the first ish, 
there is no “narration’’, in the second, Merlin serves 
as “narrator”; and in the third, Jason Blood himself 
serves this function. Be consistent! If you must have 
narration, let Merlin do it—otherwise, just drop it. And 
is it really necessary to divide each book into chap- 
ters? (I'm leaving that one up to you.) 

Frank A. Murph 
Warwick, R.1. 


What's the matter Frank? You bucking for a curse too! 
Consistency was never one of Jack’s assets, and we’re 
lucky that The Demon hasn’t shown up yet wearing 


Mr. Miracle’s costume. However, rather than detract: 


from the stories, Jack feels that the use of different 
narrators adds a certain variety to the series. As for 
Morgaine—she’s down for the moment, but not out. 


ONOLOGY 


By Steve Sherman 


You can expect her return to these pages in the near 
future. 


wee ee ok 


Dear Mr. RE ; i 

_ THE DEMON is a unique strip, virtually sui generis, , 
in its blending of magic, gothicism, and ‘“‘demonic" 
high adventure. We have a hero who is not quite hu- 
man (he does seem to be immortal, rational—and yet, 
if Jason Blood is a true demon, then how can he be on 
the side of the angels?) in a world beset by dark 
forces, cults and windy glowing influences in the 
night. Therefore, the background art for this milieu 
should be detailed. Demon issues #1 and 2 were flaw- 
less in this regard—all of the artwork showed us, no, 
tossed us into the world of shadows the Demon/Jason 
explore: crumbling libraries viewed from disturbing 
angles, Jason's puzzling memento-hung apartments, 
Castle Branek's musty Crypts. 

However, the artwork in #3 and #4 appears too clean 
and ordered; a lot of the required background seems 
to have been left out in favor of blank spaces of yel- 
low, blue, red and so forth. The dynamism is missing. 
| wonder if perhaps this might be due to your work 
load—having to get THE DEMON out every four weeks 
would tax anyone, ere if he also had to write 
and edit, Let me.say that THE DEMON is your best 
strip to date, Jack. The first of its type, and no doubt it 
will stand the test and prove to be best, but let’s see 
the quintessential Kirby back again. 

: John Pocsik 
Kansas City, Mo. 


By now you've seen DEMON #6, John, with its fantastic 
double-page spread of the tavern. Mike Royer had a 
group of people over to his studio, and that page was, 
on the board in pencil form. Everyone who saw it was 
just amazed at the detail. Jack puts a tremendous 
amount of work into each book he does, and the 
amount of background (or lack) is usually dependent 
on that particular story, whether Jack wants you to 
concentrate on the story-line or on‘a certain figure. 


ee ee 


Dear Jack, 

| just finished THE-DEMON #4 and | take back every- 
thing | said before. The story is now beginning to 
make some sense. | should-have known it was going to 
be heavy reading, and shouldn't have spouted off like | 
did after just one issue. 

Only one complaint—the cover. It just didn't seem 
to fit right. There was no such person in the book as 
the one holding the puppet. Maybe that’s what makes 
it distracting. a 

David Shea 


Petersburg, Va. 
Think nothing of it, Dave. You're forgiven for the oth- 


er letter. In fact, we're pain Merlin remove the curse 
y' 


he put on your family a ou should be off the 
lily-pad and back onto dry land by the time you read 
this. The cover to issue #4 was symbolic of the events 
in the third chapter of that issue. 


THRSR 


Next issue, a real treat for all of you sewer freaks out 
there! The beginning of a two-part thriller “The Phan- 
tom of the Sewers”. The research on this one was so 
extensive that Mrs. Kirby still won't let Jack back in 
the house! So for the time being, he’s staying at P.O. 
BOX 336, NEWBURY PARK, CALIF. 91320, where he is 
awaiting your letters. Look for our next issue about 
the third week in February. We'll be seeing you then! 


scanned by *Wizard* 


